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IN THIS ISSUE – STYER STARS

Employee Spotlight – Joe Wren
By, Keith Petersen, Recruiting

Getting to
know Joe!
I have been
married to my
wife Kellee for
23 years. We
have three
children,
Vincent (18),
Vanessa (16)
and Amelia (13).
We also have two black labs that are three years
old. We live in Stillwater MN. I graduated from HillMurray High School and the University of St.
Thomas with a degree in Business Administration.
Joe, I often hear from new employees, and even
those who have been here 20 plus years, “it’s like a
big family here at Styer.” What does “family” mean
to you?
“I think each of us can have their own definition of
a family. To me, it does not necessarily mean being
related by blood, adoption or marriage. It means
supporting, caring and wanting the best for those
we are close to, no matter their faults because they
in turn do the same for you.”
How do you let your hair down on the weekends?
“I keep my hair pretty short so I really don’t let it
down much. My weekends are usually inside a
gym watching my daughter play basketball, or
outside doing yardwork. If the Twins, Wild or
Vikings are on, it is a safe bet I am watching it.”

will always be one of the greatest Presidents this
country has ever had.”
If you could be a fly on the wall, what conversation
would have been interesting to hear?

What are your Hobbies and Interests?
“I enjoy working out, my wife and I try to get to
downtown Stillwater at least once per week and
workout on the stairs.”

“I am a big sports fan so I would have loved to be in
the locker room before the USA played the Soviets
in the medal round at the 1980 Ice Hockey Olympic
game. When I watch the movie Miracle and see
Kurt Russell deliver it, it still gives me chills!”

What is something that you do not like to do?

What is your favorite game?

“I completely hate painting; luckily my wife Kellee
enjoys it. I usually end up being her gopher, which
I proudly do just to keep the brush out of my
hand!”

“My favorite game to watch is golf. I know that
may seem really boring, but you just can’t
appreciate how good these guys/gals are until you
have tried it, and then watch them. The great thing
about it is that every swing is different, except for
that brief moment of impact when the club hits the
ball.

What do you worry about, and why?
“I would not call it a worry, but I am concerned for
the safety of our children as we continue to see
terrorists’ strikes so much more frequently. It is
very hard to accept the fact that you are really not
safe anywhere anymore, terror can happen
anywhere.”
If you could travel anywhere in the world, where
would you go?
“I would love to go to Bora Bora. It looks gorgeous
and I am a huge sea and sand guy. I hate winter, so
anyplace warm would actually be fine with me.”
If you could have lunch with anyone in history who
would it be?
“It would for sure be Abraham Lincoln. I think
what he had to go through because of what he
believed was right and just, is truly amazing. He

Coke or Pepsi?
“Neither, I don’t drink pop.”
What changes will the trucking industry see in the
next 20 years?
“With the great demand for exceptional drivers,
we will continue to see improvements in
autonomous tractor trailers. I think we will start to
see these on long highway only runs, but we will
still rely on drivers to exit the highways, bring the
freight to its final destination, and back the trailers
into the loading docks.
*Bonus question* Who would win in a 40 yard
dash…Russ, or Joe? “ME, at any distance! Russ
keeps telling me we are going to race, I am ready
when he is!”
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Employee Life Events
By, Linda Tupa, Driver Manager

Birthdays July – Sept. 2017
 Owen Ivey 7/17
 Sandy Simon 8/13
 Katie Schedlbauer 9/29
 Joel Flug 7/3
 Mike Dickey 7/5
 Brian Eaton 7/31
 Dick Pottsmith 8/2
 Chris Oakes 8/8
 Rich Berentson 8/13
 Rick Hansen 8/21
 Mike Gochenour 8/28
 Larry Drescher 9/4
 Thomas Malone 9/4
 Joel Almsted 9/7
 Kory Wollmuth 9/22
 Ryan Hoogheem 9/22
 Jill O’Donnell 9/23
 Joel Duncan 9/24

Work Anniversary July – Sept. 2017
 Sandy Simon 7/28 9 years at Styer
 Joe Wren 8/1 21 years at Styer
 Penny Simon 9/3 15 years at Styer
 Randy Latcham 7/19 7 years at Styer
 Reggie Brown 7/20 6 years at Styer
 Ihor Komarnytsky 7/26 1 year at Styer
 Dick Pottsmith 7/29 4 years at Styer
 Joel Flug 8/2 5 years at Styer
 Jussi Mikkonen 8/12 12 years at Styer
 David Schaefer 8/17 27 years at Styer
 Dale Yozamp 9/6 1 year at Styer
 Reed Cooper 9/9 17 years at Styer
 Bradford Roberts 9/20 5 years at Styer

Styer Stars

Happy Anniversary to these couples:
Duane and Bev Thibodo, married 19 years on
6/13/2017
Russ and Sarah Simon, married 25 years on
6/20/2017
Katie and Matt Schedlbauer, married on
5/20/2017

STAY OUT OF THE NO ZONE

By, Joe Wren, Owner / CEO

In the fall of 2016 we decided to recognize
certain exceptional employees and
independent contractors so we created an
award called Styer Stars.
To honor these people, Styer makes a
charitable contribution to the charity of
their choice on their behalf. Styer Stars
stand out by doing something
exceptional. These “stars” are recognized
because they have positive attitudes and
want to contribute to others. They don’t
go the extra mile for their ego or for the
recognition, but because they have a
commitment to success and personal
excellence.

They are more than a professional driver,
they are stewards for others around them,
whether that is in the community we live
in, or interacting with the customers Styer
serves. We are pleased to be associated
with this list of distinguished people and
congratulations again to Ryan Hoogheem
(Naawayi’ii Center School) and Essie
Dallas (Alabama Bikes for Kids).

Don’t hang out in a trucks NO-ZONE. Due
to their size and height, semi trucks have
several large blind spots where a car or
small truck will virtually “disappear” from a
truck drivers view. These are the 4 areas to
avoid around a truck
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We did our first load with a new customer ,
Leland Industries in Maplewood, and David
Pregler was very impressed with the
professionalism, friendliness and attitude of
our driver – Bob Bright. Thank you Bob for
being a great face for Styer Transportation!

DIE CAST TRUCK SET UP!
A Facebook friend of Styers with a neat Fuel Stop set up!

Industry News and Facts:

Customer Awards and
Compliments

12%

By, Sandy Simon, Customer Service Manager

Decline in capacity for the U.S.
truckload spot market from March to April, according
to DAT Solutions. Good news for carriers!

ST

1 QUARTER 2017
Styer Transportation was chosen as Carrier
of the Month in January 2017 for SF Advance.
They rewarded us with lunch brought into
the office. A big thanks to all the people
there. It has been a pleasure working with
you.

5%
Styer Transportation was recognized by
Penske Truck Leasing with a nice plaque to
express their appreciation for our valued
partnership with them. Thank you Penske!

Styer Transportation was given a gift of a
beautiful Crystal model truck in recognition
of our 50th Anniversary. Thank you
Cottingham and Butler!

Minnesota exports up 5 percent in First
Quarter of 2017

83.7%
The trucking sector dominates the
commercial transportation industry with 83.7
percent of commercial transportation.
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Activities and Events near Lakeville
By, Mel Simon, Owner / President
th

Elko Speedway Night – July 15 – Styer tailgate party and races
th

Styer Open House for drivers and staff – July 17 and 21

st
th

National Truck Driver Appreciation Week – September 10 – 16th
th

Special Olympics Truck Convoy – September 29 and 30

th

Science Museum of MN – www.smm.org
Minneapolis Institute of Arts – new.artsmia.org
Weisman Art Museum – wam.umn.edu
Walker Art Center – www.walkerart.org
Minnesota Zoo – mnzoo.org
Como Park Zoo & Conservatory – comozooconservatory.org
Mall of America – www.mallofamerica.com

Safety Corner
By, Owen Ivey, Safety Director

SAFETY IS THE HIGHEST PRIORITY AT STYER TRANSPORTATION
The Safety of all personnel, our customers, and other highway users is
paramount. Safety will always be an integral part of operations and the
policies, procedures and programs governing our business.
We believe that safety is the responsiblility of every level of management,
beginning with the Chief Executive Officer.







Provide a safe working environment
Provide proper protective equipment
Provide safety training and counseling
Eliminate unsafe acts through corrective action
Abide by all applicable safety rules and regulations
Insist upon an unqualified commitment to safety from all our people

To further this policy Styer has implemented:







Monthly Safety Committee Meetings
Electronic Logs
Monthly Training for all employees and IC’s
Weekly Safety & Equipment Trainings
Safe Driver Award Program
Monthly Bonus Program that incentivizes Safety

Managing and working with a commitment to safety will contribute to the
improved efficiency of our operations ; ensure the future success and prosperity of our employees, customers, company, and the
community.
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Driver Awards
By, Russ Simon, V.P. of Operations

Congratulations to these Styer drivers for earning their Safe Driving Awards!

























Rick Hansen
Chris Oakes
Joseph Prihoda
Scott Anderson
Pete Schaefer
Essie Dallas
Mark Ferrell
Mike Dickey
Troy Peterson
Jerry Johnson
Dave Fitzgerald
Gary Nelson
Danny Urban
Mike Schmidt
Charlie Richards
Mike Gochenour
Guy Kolman
David Lathe
Rich Berentson
Red Kulesa
Lyle Holtz
Thomas Malone
George Behr Jr
Gayle Boudreau

1/8/2017
1/8/2017
1/14/2017
1/30/2017
2/8/2017
2/12/2017
2/18/2017
2/26/2017
2/27/2017
3/10/2017
3/19/2017
4/7/2017
4/18/2017
5/11/2017
5/15/2017
5/17/2017
5/17/2017
5/22/2017
5/22/2017
5/26/2017
6/3/2017
6/13/2017
6/22/2017
6/26/2017

1 Year
1 Year
6 Year
2 Year
4 Year
16 Year
14 Year
1 Year
3 Year
15 Year
3 Year
2 Year
3 Year
20 Year
2 Year
2 Year
4 Year
10 Year
14 Year
1 Year
15 Year
1 Year
1 Year
13 Year
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