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STYER DELIVERS

Employee Spotlight – Jill
O’Donnell
By, Keith Petersen, Recruiting

Getting to know Jill!

IN THIS ISSUE – NEW STYER STAR!
How do you let your hair down on the weekends?
“I like to get together with friends, in the winter I
don’t do a lot, stay inside and read a book or sleep.
During the summer months I enjoy being outside and
going to art fairs, or music festivals. Love to sit on a
hill and listen to some good blues or jazz.”

If you could have lunch with anyone in history who
would it be?

“Rosa Parks. She was just tired and feed up, and
decided to just sit. What she started with a simple
gesture started a movement.”

I’ve been driving truck for 20 years. I’ve got 2 dogs
that I get to bring
to work with me,
Toad and Newt, I
live in Eagan MN,
it’s just me and my
dogs. I’ve been
with Styer now for
12 years, and enjoy
my routine; I
normally do the
Eagan to Chicago
runs and back a few
times per week.

What are your Hobbies and Interests?

What do you worry about, and why?

Coke or Pepsi?

I often hear from new employees, and even those
who have been here 20 plus years, “it’s like a big
family here at Styer.” What does “family” mean to
you?

“Sheesh. Do you have an hour!? Do to my career I
worry the most about distracted driving, the close
calls seem to increase over time, due to the
progression of phones and tech in everyone’s hands.
People need to learn to focus on driving. Stay off the
phone!”

“Coke, definitely Coke.”

“Styer is like big family. People are actually
concerned about you! When I’m sick, people
understand. It’s good to know we have each other’s
back. Any ideas for improving business are actually
listened too, you feel like you belong to more than
just an employee / employer relationship.”

“Love to read, and really like watching my Chicago
Cubbies too. I have a curious mind and enjoy
exploring new and exciting subjects.”
What is something that you do not like to do?
“I don’t like conflicts! I wish we as people could learn
to be more pleasant in conversation; we don’t seem
to be able to agree to disagree without being
disagreeable.”

If you could travel anywhere in the world, where
would you go?
“I would buy an open ended ticket, and see the
world. I can’t just choose one place. Every place has
so much to offer to those curious enough to find it.”

If you could be a fly on the wall, what conversation
would have been interesting to hear?
“One of the biggest events in our world history,
Hiroshima, it would have been interesting to hear
the thought process our leaders had during that
time. After the US was attacked, to hear what
President Truman was thinking and his strategy. ”
What is your favorite game?
“Pictionary! I’m no artist, but the laughs ensue!”

What changes will the trucking industry see in the
next 20 years?
“Good question – I don’t think the autonomous
trucks will take over, there are too many variables in
trucking to think a computer could process all the
variables that us drivers have to react too. I make 5
decisions a second, based on what’s happening
around me!”
*Bonus question* Who would win in a 40 yard
dash…Russ, or Joe? “Joe. He doesn’t strike me

as someone who would lose!”
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Dale Yozamp last summer at
Sturgis

Employee Life Events
By, Linda Tupa, Driver Manager

Work Anniversary JAN – JUNE 2018
 Essie Dallas 1/6 20 years
 Chris Oakes 1/8 2 years
 Jill O’Donnell 1/9 3 years
 Rich Berentson 1/25 19 years
 Duane Thibodo 1/28 21 years
 Brian Eaton 2/26 2 years
 Mike Dickey 2/26 2 years
 Troy Peterson 2/27 4 years
 Scott Anderson 2/28 7 years
 Darrell Kulesa 3/5 4 years
 Jerry Johnson 3/10 19 years
 Paul Horne 3/16 7 years
 Thomas Malone 3/18 2 years
 Dave Fitzgerald 3/19 4 years
 Dan Stras 3/22 1 year
 Bob Bright 4/7 1 year
 Danny Urban 4/18 4 years
 Tom Deutscher 4/27 1 year
 Mike Schmidt 5/11 26 years
 Mike Gochenour 5/17 3 years
 David Lathe 5/22 12 years
 Craig Cordes 5/26 7 years
 Gayle Boudreau 6/5 18 years
 Joe Prihoda 6/16 10 years
 George Behr 6/16 3 years

Retirement Announcement:
Independent Contractor Mark Ferrell retired
in December after a little over 18 years with
Styer. Mark ran mainly to the east coast.
Thank you Mark for being a part of the Styer
Team!

Did you know? ELD Impact

Expected Impacts:




Birth Announcement:
Katie in our Logistics department, and her
husband Matt, welcomed a new daughter on
Sept 1, 2017. Baby Rylee joins brothers
Colton, and Logan. Congratulations!



Safety – The Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration has calculated that 26 lives
will be saved and 562 injuries will be
prevented by implementing a mandated
logging system that will ensure that all drivers
are following the same safety standards
regarding drivers Hours of Service
Productivity – There are expected positive
effects on productivity by giving drivers and
their manager’s better visibility to the Hours
of Service that are available so that drivers
can be assigned to loads that best match
their available hours. There are estimates
that the industry as a whole will lose 3-10%
overall productivity from loss of time actually
driving by drivers who may have unfairly
taken advantage of paper log systems.
Cost – Savings will come for drivers in time
doing paperwork which will help offset the
cost of the electronic equipment and the
monthly usage and monitoring fees
associated with the equipment.

Send us your photos!
Send Keith those great shots, and appear in the next
newsletter!
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Styer Stars
By, Joe Wren, Owner / CEO

always proactive in letting us know what is
going on and what we need to do to
improve the situation. Mike also is willing
to train drivers on the dedicated runs to
Joliet in order to ensure our customers’
needs are met. In his spare time, Mike has
also volunteered to repair damaged jack
stands at a Styer customer, another
example of commitment to the success of
Styer.

3
Marines, Brian has chosen the Semper Fi
Fund as a recipient of a monetary gift
Styer will make on his behalf.

Mike has chosen Minneapolis Children’s
Hospital as the recipient of a monetary
gift Styer made on his behalf.
In the fall of 2016 we decided to recognize
certain exceptional employees and
independent contractors so we created an
award called Styer Stars.
To honor these people, Styer makes a
charitable contribution to the charity of
their choice on their behalf. Styer Stars
stand out by doing something
exceptional. These “stars” are recognized
because they have positive attitudes and
want to contribute to others. They don’t
go the extra mile for their ego or for the
recognition, but because they have a
commitment to success and personal
excellence.

Thank you for your service to our country
Brian and congratulations on being named
a Styer Star!!

Customer Awards and
Compliments
By, Sandy Simon, Customer Service Manager

4th QUARTER 2017

Thank you Mike!!

They are more than a professional driver,
they are stewards for others around them,
whether that is in the community we live
in, or interacting with the customers Styer
serves.

As an employee for over 25 years, Mike
Schmidt has been a perfect example of
what a Styer Star is. He has consistently
been involved on our Safety Committee
because he wants Styer, our employees
and independent contractors, and the
public we interact with each day to do so
without injuries or accidents. Our
committee and company are better
because of the professionalism and years
of experience. When Mike sees something
that can’t wait for the next meeting, he is

As an employee for 2 years, Brian Eaton
has been a perfect example of what a
Styer Star is. He is consistently praised by
his driver manager for always being willing
to go wherever the company needs in
order to service the Styer customer. Brian
has 288,000 miles with Styer with no DOT
recordable accidents. He is a perfect
example of what our Company Core
Values embody: Honesty & Integrity,
Safety minded, Responsive to Customers,
Strives for Personal Excellence and
dedicated to the company success.
Brian is a marine veteran having spent 4
years based in mainland Japan, Okinawa
Island, and the Philippines. During his time
in Japan, he has climbed Mt. Fuji twice.
Because of his strong commitment to the

Styer Transportation driver Gary
Yff received a nice complement
from a Metro Transit Police
Officer.
“I was driving today and decided to follow a
Styer truck, because I was so impressed with
how you were driving in a highly congested
area, keeping safe distance behind the four
wheelers who cut in front of you, and in
general the great professionalism you were
showing.” It is not often enough that we get
these types of calls but we know they are
certainly deserving, as you guys do it every
day in all types of weather and conditions.
Thank you Gary for representing professional
truck drivers so well, but especially the Styer
men and women!
Styer customer Buddy’s Kitchen,
donated 27 pallets of food to help
st
feed the 1 responders at Super
bowl VII. Thank you Buddy’s Kitchen for your
community support!

Life Fitness had a record DEC &
JAN for installs at Planet
Fitness locations across the country. With
one in our neck of the woods – Apple Valley
MN.
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Activities and Events near Lakeville
By, Mel Simon, Owner / President
st

Minnesota Twins back in action – 1 Home game is April 5

th

th

MN United begin play March 17 at TCF Bank Stadium.
st

U of M spring football game is April 21 at Noon.
th

Minnesota hosted Super Bowl VII on Jan. 28 , Eagles WIN

Minnesota Twins – www.mlb.com/twins
Minnesota United – www.mnufc.com
U of M sports – www.gophersports.com
Walker Art Center – www.walkerart.org
Minnesota Zoo – mnzoo.org
Como Park Zoo & Conservatory – comozooconservatory.org
MN State Parks – www.dnr.state.mn.us/state_parks/index.htmlcom

Safety Corner
By, Owen Ivey, Safety Director

Duane Thibodo receives his
14 year safe driving award
with DM Mark Johnson

We need to be Intentionally Safe!
Intent is defined as: done with intention or on Purpose
Intention could be a thought and/or action
We need to have Thoughtful and Safe Actions
Several Thoughtful Safe Actions come to mind:






Did I safely and thoroughly inspect my vehicle before my trip?
Did I enter my cab using the “3 points of contact entrance
procedure”?
Did I use my safety belt as I drove today?
Did I not use my phone while driving today?
Did I work on not being distracted or inattentive to the road
while I was driving today?

Inattention is a temporary thing that happens to all of us.
Inattention while driving is not a good thing.
It only takes 3 seconds of inattention while driving to cause a mishap on the road.
We need to be Intentionally Safe!
Liza Makokis receiving her 1 year
safe driving award with Styer
President Mel Simon
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Driver Awards
By, Russ Simon, V.P. of Operations

Congratulations to these Styer drivers for earning their Safe Driving Awards!


























Ihor Komarnytskyi
Jill O’Donnell
Jussi Mikkonen
David Schaefer
Paul Horne
Mark Erickson
Dale Yozamp
Joel Duncan
Craig Cordes
Bradford Roberts
Leroy Genzler
Joel Flug
Reed Cooper
Gary Yff
Liza Makokis
Ryan Hoogheem
Joel Almsted
Duane Thibodo
Dean Ross
Brian Eaton
Reggie Brown
Chris Oakes
Joe Prihoda
Mike Malkiewicz
Scott Anderson

7/26/2017
8/12/2017
8/12/2017
8/17/2017
8/27/2017
8/28/2017
9/06/2017
9/18/2017
9/19/2017
9/20/2017
10/8/2017
10/23/2017
11/20/2017
11/11/2017
11/14/2017
11/20/2017
12/7/2017
12/7/2017
12/15/2017
12/27/2017
12/28/2017
1/08/2018
1/14/2018
1/25/2018
1/30/2018

1 Year
7 Year
12 Year
25 Year
4 Year
13 Year
1 Year
13 Year
4 Year
5 Year
7 Year
2 Year
14 Year
13 Year
1 Year
3 Year
6 Year
14 Year
1 Year
1 Year
5 Year
2 Year
7 Year
5 Year
3 Year
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